The true Nature of an = 
EE Wi.” 


L ETTER 
OUAKER 


Occaſioned by the Ac T of ParL 1 a- 
_ MENT: Whereby it is Enacted that 
the Solemn Affirmation of a Quaker 
ſhall be of like Force with an Oar H 
taken in be common Form of Law. 


— 


* 


| By the Moſt Reverend 
Dr. EDWARD SYNGE, 
Lord Archbiltop of Tuam in Ireland, 


Luxx xii. 57. 
res, pi e booted 


hc right 


” — 3 


* 


LONDON, 
Printed for Richard Williamſon, near Gray's-Inn- 
Gate, in Holbour n. MDCCXXXVI. 
(Price 14.) WA, 


„ 
I — 
2 
* — 
F 
— 
4 
2 
| 
I 8 
12 
” 238 
* 
gt 


* 


— — — — - — 
T1 

Fe: 
1 * 


n ———— om 


48 


( 
” wk % 2 
2 * — ” * 
py uu 4 
— — 
1 N * Re pry - 4 8 
2 2 - * — 
* 
> 
>, — 
ogy > 
7 
= 
# * - 85 
2 - 
3 — 
WY. * — 
* * %. * 
5 6 4 — 
S* 
* >. > » 
wo 


A = - — 
a — * —— 
: 3 - vi 3 - Pg - 3 
— — * — my 
2. . 


* wa. 


Þ dans 


” 


— 
1 We 
* 9 —__ 
pn * nes 
— 1 *. =? 
— 
* 
. 
- . 8 
8 « 
A 4 : i 
7 2 ＋ 
- 
Pg 
+ - 7 
. * * © 
, * * — 
5 * . — 2 oy - 
* 1 ' ＋ 5 4 
* 
$47 ” by a — —. 
1 
9 6 
— ER 5 7 4 «& 
* — = w- e 
" =yY 
— 2 x * * 
: — o N 
- —— > 1 * * 
- $a 4 
<q i 1 — * 
# FP. ce. p 
"+; bd 2 : 4 
a ” 
8 * — 
jm 4 1 


* — —— 
2 N _ 
wa, of 
2. 
: Ir. 3 : 
Su r 2 1 
8 wt . 
p * 
* 2 
- * 
2 2 Ih 8 : — 
2 ? 4 4 3 
SE — + 2 - 
—_ di 35 by , 
© * ? * * - 


i 


» 


** 


op Se be ag 


„„ 


— 


eee 


n 
[31] 


. - $ 0 
* I % * f ' .l n 4 n 4 


— — * — 


8 


The True Nature 1 An ber, E 


. Gd Neighbour, | 


HATEVER your E in 
\ Religion. are or may be, (for 
Which you muſt anſwer to God 
and your own Conſcience) I take you to be 
2 Man of as good Underſtanding as any of 
your Profeſſion; and have no reaſon to think 
but that you are a fincere Man, and that 
you ſeriouſly make à Conſcience of all your 
Ways. For which Reaſon I defire to know 
your clear and plain Thoughts concerning a 
Matter of great Importance, upon which the 
Property, and, it may be, the whole Lively- 
Nee of many an honeſt Man does, or may 
epend. 

By Act of Parliament, The ſolemn Afir- 
mation of a Quaker is, in many Caſes, to be 
of the ſame Force in Law with an Oath. Now 
I defire to know your Opinion, (and I pray 
you to give it fully and freely) whether! this 
folemn Affirmation, as it is worded in the Act, 
be not really and truly as much an Ogth as 
that which is taken in the common Form of 
Law; and indeed as any other Oath that is 
or can be preſcribed or taken? For my part, I 
think it is; and for my Opinion I have ſe- 
veral very material ern to . n your 
Conſideration. ow Wd hb 

A 2 A Waker 
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A 2uaker is produced as a Witneſs in a 

Court of Juſtice, where his Neighbour's 
Property is to be tryed... Inſtead, of un Outh 
in the common Fotm of Law, he is to give 
his Teſtimony thus, 7 40 ws Tncere- 
« ly, and truly Declare and Affirm that the 
„Evidence which I ſhall give in this Cauſe 
„ ſhall be the Truth, &:.” Now this 1 fay is 
in reality an Oath, to all Intents and Purpoſes. 
In the Holy Scriptures (which both you 
and I own as the Rule of our Faith and Man- 
ners) we often meet with mention rhade of 
an 'Oath, and ſeveral Forms wherein it uſed 
to be taken. But if the Queſtion be put 
What is an Oath? And wherein does the Na- 
ture M it conſiſt? To this the Scriptures give 
us no Anſwer; nor was there any Neceſſity 
for it; becauſe all Men, of whatever diffe- 
rent Opinions in Religion, have always 
univerſally agreed in one and the ſame No- 
tion of an Oath. Let us then ſee what this 
2 and by it form our Opinion of the 
ſolemn Affirmation of a Qualer. 
* * a La en or promiſes any 


men * „ 


f <6 thing, and ſo expreſſes his Meaning as 
„ manifeſtly to ſignify that, at that Time, 
it and upon that Occaſion, he has GOD in 
6 is Thoughts, and looks upon himſelf to 
IK! e de lyable to His Juſtice and Puniſhment, 


e in Caſe that he prevaricates or ſpeaks 

-« falſely ;*” ſuch a Man is look'd upon to 
i have taten an Oath that he ſpeaks Truth, or 
will perform what he promiſes, If you have 


| Ho: 


any other Notion of an'Oath; ſpeak plain, 


and ſay what it is: But this is the proper and 


only one that all Men ever have had and ftill 
have of it. I know not whether I may ex- 


cept the Puakers; ſome of whoſe Notions 
are manifeſtly very whimfical. Tully, tho 
a Heathen, was a very learned Man and a 
great Moraliſt. He ſpoke the Senſe of all 
Mankind, when he gave this ſhort but fig+ 


. nificant Definition of an Oath, that it is 4 


Religious Affirmation. bete 
You are produced as a Witneſs in a Court 


of Juſtice. You there ſay, I do ſolemnly, ſin- 
cerely, and truly Declare and Affirm, &c. 1 


defire to know what you mean by theſe Words, 
I am ſure that a Man of your Senſe and Con- 
ſcience will not ſpeak them like a Parrot, 
without afhxing any Signification to them. 
What then do you mean by them? I will 


ſpeak for you, and venture to ſay that your 


Meaning would be this. The Powers that 
« be are ordained of God: Rom. xiii. 1. 
Therefore the Magiſtrate or Officer, be- 


« fore whom I ſtand, acts by an Authority | 


derived from GOD; and GOD who 
is the Searcher of all Hearts, perfectly 
<< knows whether I now ſpeak with Truth 
and Sincerity: And if after ſuch a ſolemn 


Declaration, I ſhould falfify or prevaricate, 


He moſt certainly would thereby be high- 
<« ly offended; and except I ſhould fincere- 


ly repent and make full Reſtitution, in 
« caſe 1 ſhould hereby knowingly do wrong 
wy DT 5 


=_ 181 
4 to any Man; He, Who is infinitely Juſt 
| 4 and Righteous, would moſt certainly 
e puniſh me, nat only for the Wrong done 
e to my Neighbour, but alſo for the Viola- 
„tion of my ſolemn Declaration. 
This, I ſay, would undoubtedly; he yours 
and every ſober Quaſter's Meaning, in ſuch a 
18 Caſe as this: Or, elſe ſpeak plainly and ſay 
what your Meaning would be. For ſome- 
'; thing ſure ought, to be meant by ſuch ſtrong 
and remarkable Words as theſe ; Solemnly, 
ae, and Try. i oi is go 
If then this be really and truly your Mean- 
ing; either your /alemn Declaration is to all 
Intents and Purpoſes an Oatb, or you mutt 
be able to ſhew:me ſomething elſe; that is, 
or indeed can be meant by an Oatbz. 
Wen the Qua lers were ſolliciting for 
- this 47; it was, amongſt other Things in 
private Converſation, propoſed to ſome of 
the Principal of them that their Declaration 
| wpan ny Conſcience that, &c. But this they 
unanimouſly. rejected as being an Qath, and 
ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon the Words of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, Mat. v. 34. J {ay wnto 
you, Stwear not at all. But let yaur Commu- 
nication be yea, yea; nay, nay: For vubat- 
deuer is more than theſe. cometh of cuil. I 
beſeech you then to ſhew me the Difference 
| | detween a man's ſaying / do Solemnly, Sincere- 
595, and Truly Declare and Afirm, and his 
| faying I declare upon my Conſcience. If 1 5 


” 3 n Rat 
* _— 
w 


the 5 and Meaning of both theſe Forms of 
Expreſſion be exactly the ſame ; certainly if 
one of them be an Oath, 8 tke other muſt 
alſo be ſo. And if bat ſosuer is more than 


yea, yea, nay, nay, cometh of Evil, in your 


SER Py that Expreſſion; it muſt be ſo to 
ſay J do Solemnly, Sincerely, and Truly De- 
clare and Afirm, which bas more (indeed 
much more) in it than anſwering ye or na 
to a common Queſtion that is aſce c. 
No doubt a good Chtiſtian ought to have 
God very often in his Thoughts; and the 
Senſe of His infinite Knowledge and Juſtice 
ought. to be. a conſtant Reſtraint upon us 
all, to keep us from every thing that is ſin- 
full; and particularly from telling Lyes 
even in our ordinary Converſation, But 
when a Man ſo eæpreſſis himſelf, as manifeſtly 
to ſignify that, at that time and upon that 
Occaſian, he has God in his Remembrance 
(which is plainly the caſe of every Man who 
lays J da jſoiemnly, ſincerely, - and truly de- 
care and aiim) he appeals. ta God, as ex- 
pecting to be called to account and puniſhed 
by him for bis Prevarication, in caſe he be 
guilty of it; which is what all Men have 
erer meant and do mean by an Oa tb. 
Conſciencè is a great (I think the greateſt) 
support and Security to civil Fuſtice; of 
which the civil Legiſlature is every where, 
upon Earth, the ſupreme Guardian. Our 
e21/[ature therefore having inſerted ſuch 


ang words in the Declaration 'to be. 
„„ made 
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made by Quakers; T muſt Ape that 
pot ren did it with a Defign to awaken Con- 
tiente in them; and that what they meant 


theſe words is the very ſame as if the 
had enacted that a Quaker ſhould declare up- 
on bis Conſcience; which you (and I believe 


all Men) will allow to he an Oath, And 
| .- certainly'a Quaker ought to mean the ſame 
Thing by his Declaration, as is manifeſtly 
bl Fes by the Law which preſcribes i 1 
If then you are a Man of Conſcience (as 
really I take you to be) this Solemn Decla- 

_ ration of yours muſt be lookt upon to be an 
Duath, altho not taken in the common 
Form. Forms may be varyed, and yet the 
Intuit and Deſign (by which alone we ate here 
to judge) may ſtill be the ſame. Whatever 
the Words or Expreſſions may be; yet the 
Solemn, Sincere, and True Declgratiun, of an 
| honeſt and upright Man, is always an Ap- 


peul to GO D and bis own Conſcience,” which 
is an Oath, or elſe I beſeech (I may ſay 1 


challeng Au to  rolf's me what an » Oath | is. 
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